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ABSTRACT. We discuss the Cucker-Smale’s (C-S) particle model for flocking,
deriving precise conditions for flocking to occur when pairwise interactions are
sufficiently strong long range. We then derive a Vlasov-type kinetic model for
the C-S particle model and prove it exhibits time-asymptotic flocking behavior
for arbitrary compactly supported initial data. Finally, we introduce a hydro-
dynamic description of flocking based on the C-S Vlasov-type kinetic model
and prove flocking behavior without closure of higher moments.

1. Introduction. Collective self-driven motion of self-propelled particles such as
flocking of birds and mobile agents, schooling of fishes, swarming of bacteria, ap-
pears in many context, e.g., biological organism [3, 8, 9, 10, 18, 19, 22, 25, 26],
mobile network [2, 5, 11, 12] appears in many contexts of biological system, mo-
bile and human network [6, 7]. The flocking dynamics of self-propelled particles is
important to understand the nature of the aforementioned self-propelled particles.
The terminology “flocking” represents the phenomenon in which self-propelled indi-
viduals using only limited environmental information and simple rules, organize into
an ordered motion (see [24], and it was a subject of biologists [3, 19]). The study of
flocking mechanism based on mathematical models was first started from the work
of Viscek et al [26], and was further motivated by the hydrodynamic approach [24].

Our starting point is a particle description, proposed recently by Cucker-Smale
[6, 7], as a new simple dynamical system to explain the emergency of flocking mech-
anism with birds, with language evolution in primitive societies etc. The Cucker-
Smale’s system is different from previous flocking models, e.g., [26], in the sense
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that the collisionless momentum transfer between particles, {(z;(t),v;(t))}Y,, is
done through a long-range bi-particle interaction potential, r(z,y) = r(|lz — y|)
depending on the distance |z — y],

d
Gty =2 rlaalt), a5 (1y(0) ().
1<j<N

The Cucker-Smale’s flocking system (in short C-S system) is reviewed in Section 2.
Here we revisit the formation of flocking in C-S dynamics in terms of the fluctu-
ations relative to the center of mass z.(t) := 1/N > x;(¢t). The dynamics of fluc-
tuations makes transparent the flocking dynamics. Our main result, summarized
in theorem 2.4, improves [6] for slowly decaying interaction potential, r(|z — y|) ~
|z —y|=27,23 < 1. It is shown that flocking emerges in the sense that the follow-
ing two main features occur: (i) the diameter max |x;(t) — x;(t)| remains uniformly
bounded thus defining the “flock”, and (ii) the “flock” is traveling with a bulk mean
velocity which is asymptotically particle-independent, v;(t) ~ v, := 1/N 3" v;(0).

When the number of particles is sufficiently large, it is not economical to keep
track of the motion of each particle through the Cucker-Smale’s system. Instead,
one is forced to study the mean field limit of C-S system and we introduce a kinetic
description for flocking, in analogy with the Vlasov equation in plasma and astro-
physics. In Section 3, we present a Vlasov type mean field model, which is derived
from the C-S system using the BBGKY hierarchy in statistical mechanics. The
formal derivation, carried in Section 3, follows by taking the limit of an N-particle
interacting system consisting of self-propelled particles governed by C-S flocking
dynamics. To this end, let f = f(z,v,t) denote the one-particle distribution func-
tion of such particles positioned at (z,t) € R? x R, with a velocity v € R?: the
dynamics of the distribution function f is determined by

Of+v-Vof + AV, -Q(f, f) =0,

where A is a positive constant, and Q(f, f) is the interaction term

Q(fa f)(:t, v, t) = / T(IE, y)(’U* - ’U)f(:t, v, t)f(ya Uses t)dv*dy,

R2d
dictated by a prescribed interparticle interaction kernel, r = r(z,y). We refer to
Degond and Motsch [8, 9, 10] for recent kinetic description of Vicsek type model of
flocking. The dynamics of particle trajectories of the proposed kinetic description
of flocking is analyzed in Section 3.2; in Section 3.3 we prove the global existence
of smooth solutions to the kinetic model with arbitrary smooth compactly sup-
ported initial data. In Section 4, we show that the kinetic model reveals the time-
asymptotic flocking behavior when the bounded interparticle interaction rate has a
sufficiently strong long range. Our results are summarized in the main theorem 4.3,
proving the decay of energy fluctuations, A[f](¢), around the mean bulk velocity,
Uc,

2a Uf(x, v, t)dvdx
AAW® = [ | o= dvda, wnt) = a2t @ v )

o fde f(z, v, t)dvdx

Flocking is proved for the restricted range, 26 < 1/2, realized by the asymptotic
decay estimate, A[f](t) — 0 as t — oo.

In Section 5 we turn our attention to the hydrodynamic description of flocking,
furnished by moments of the kinetic distribution function. We study the dynamics
of the resulting system of balanced laws related to the moments of Vlasov model.

= u.(0).
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Despite the lack of closure, we present a fundamental estimate which enables to
conclude the flocking mechanism at the macroscopic hydrodynamic scales. Theorem
5.2 states that the energy-related functional, T'(¢)

r0 = [ (Gh6e) = ul? + o) + ) oe)otw)dyd.

decays provided the interparticle interaction, ¢(s) = infr(z(s), y(s)) decays slowly
enough so that its primitive, ®(¢), diverges. This in turn in related to the increase
of entropy

i/ flog(f)dxdv > 0,
dt R2d

as particles with increasingly highly correlated velocities flock towards particle-
independent bulk velocity.

2. A particle description of flocking.

2.1. The Cucker-Smale model. In this section, we briefly review the Cucker-
Smale’s flocking system in [6, 7, 23], which manifests the time-asymptotic flocking
behavior of many particle systems. We reinterpret the C-S system in terms of
fluctuations relative to the center of mass coordinates, which enables us to simplify
and sharpen the derivation of sufficient conditions for flocking to occur.

Consider an N-particle interacting system consisting of identical particles with
mass m to be assumed to be unity. Let [z;(t),v;(t)] € R*? be the phase space
position of an i-particle. The Cucker-Smale dynamical system [6, 7] takes the form

d d A
—ai(t) = vit),  —wui() =5 Y (@), z) () - ). (21)
dt dt N £
1<G<N
Here \ is a positive constant, and r(z,y) is a symmetric, bi-particle interaction
kernel,

r(z,y) =r(y,z) < A (2.2)

To discuss the time asymptotic flocking behavior, we will restrict our attention to

interparticle interactions which are non-increasing functions of the distance’,

r(z,y) =r(z —yl), r(-) isnon — increasing. (2.3a)

A prototype example is the interaction kernel with a polynomial decay of order 23,
[6],

r(lz —yl) > CErEE B> 0. (2.3b)

We note in passing that only a lower-bound of the interaction kernel matters.

For notational simplicity we often omit t-dependence from the particle identifi-
cation, abbreviating z; = x;(t) and v; = v;(t).

Let m;(t), j =0,1,2 denote the moments.

N N N
mo ::Zl:]\], mq(t) ::Zvi(t), ma(t) 3:Z|Ui(t)|2-

K2

Regarding the dynamics of these moments, we have the following estimate.

1To emphasize this point, we therefore continue to refer to general symmetric kernels, r(z,y) =
r(y, z), whenever translation invariance is not necessary.
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Proposition 2.1. Let (z;(t),vi(t)) be the solution to the C-S system (2.1),(2.2).
Then the following estimates hold.

d

Zma(t) =0. (2.4a)
d A )
Zma(t) =~ Z (i, x5)|v; — vil? (2.4b)
1<i,57<N
2
ma(t) > my(0)e 2 M 4 Imi(0)1F (1 - 672)‘At). (2.4¢)
mo

Remark 2.1. Proposition 2.1 tells us that although the kinetic energy mo(t) is
monotonically decreasing, (2.4b), it has the following nonzero lower bound if initial
momentum mq (0) # 0,

i —
Flocking occurs when equality takes place in the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality (2.5).

Proof. Conservation of momentum in (2.4a) follows from the symmetry r(z;, z;) =
r(z;, z;), for

d & A
() =5 X e - =0
i=1 1<i,j<N

Moreover, symmetry also implies

ST or@inzvic (i —v)=— > @z - (v —vy),

1<i,j<N 1<i,j<N

and hence the energy dissipation (2.4b) follows

d N
7 ()

2\
= —— Z r(zi, xj)vi - (vi —vj)
1<i,j<N
2 A
= N Z T({Ei,xj)’uj . ('Ui — 'Uj) = _N T(xiaxjﬂvi _ 'Uj|2-
1<i,j<N 1<ij<N

Finally, to prove (2.4c), we use the energy dissipation in (2.4b), the fact that
r(z;, ;) < A and the conservation of momentum in (2.4a) to find

d A A
Emg(t) :_N Z T({Ei,$j)|’0i—’0j|2 Z—NA Z |'Ui—’Uj|2
1<i,j<N 1<i,j<N
_ ma(t)”y _ Ima(0)[?
= —2a(mat) = ) = 24 (ma(t) - U )

Gronwall’s lemma yields (2.4c). O
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2.2. Asymptotic behavior of fluctuations — flocking. We now turn to study
the time-asymptotic behavior of solutions to C-S system (2.1),(2.3a). To this end,
we introduce a center of mass system (z.(t), vc(t)),

1 & 1
zo(t) ::Nin(t), ve(t) = 5 D wilt).

i=1
Then, thanks to the conservation of momentum, the velocity v. is constant in t,
and the trajectory of center of mass x. is a straight line:

ve(t) = v.(0), xc(t) = x.(0) + tv.(0).
Observe that the fluctuations around the center of mass,
zi(t) = zi(t) — ze(t),  vi(t) = vi(t) — ve(t),

satisfy the same C-S system (2.1),(2.3a): it is here that we take into account the
fact that the interparticle kernel depends on the distance, r(x,y) = r(|x — y|). We
shall show that under appropriate conditions, flocking occurs in the sense that these
fluctuations decay in time. Thus, the time-asymptotic dynamics of C-S solutions
emerges as a linear movement with a fixed velocity dictated by the coordinates of
center of mass.

To proceed, we introduce the two auxiliary functions which measure the fluctu-
ations of the solution around their center of mass,

X(t) = Y |m@) =z, V()= Y [ui(t) = ve(0),
1<i<N 1<i<N

subject to initial conditions (Xo,Vp) = (X(0),V(0)). The flocking behavior will
depend in an essential way on the behavior of the minimal value of the interparticle
interaction at time ¢,

pt) = min r(i(t),3,(0) 26)

We begin with the fluctuations of velocities.

Lemma 2.2. [Fluctuations of velocities]. Let (x;(t),vi(t)) be the solution of the
system (2.1),(2.3a). Then we have

t
V() < Voe P00, 0(t)i= [ plr)ar
0

Proof. We invoke (2.4b) with v;(t) — v.(t) replacing v;(¢) to find that

N
d A
EZM_UCF:_N > (@i zg)|y — il (2.7)
i=1 1<i,j<N
Since Y-, (v —ve) = 0, we have Y-, , .y [vi—v;][* = 2NV (¢), and the result follows
from Gronwall’s integration of

VO =% 3 rlmayly - ul < 20OV ().

1<ij<N
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Remark 2.2. Lemma 2.2 implies the sufficient condition for flocking is that the
interparticle interaction potential decays sufficiently slow, so that its primitive, ®(t),
diverges, i.e.,
t
if lim ®(¢t) = / o(T)dr =00 then lim |v;(t) — v.| =0, i=1,---,N.
t—oo 0 t—oo
(2.8)

The answer whether ¢(t) decays sufficiently slow to enforce flocking depends on
the variance of positions x;(t).

Lemma 2.3. [Fluctuations of positions]. Let (z;(t),vi(t)) be the solution of the

system (2.1),(2.3a). Then we have
t2
X(t)SZXQ-l-VQE, t>0.
Proof. We use Cauchy-Schwartz’s inequality to see

d X N dr; dz
2 ) c
EZ |$1 _:Ec| Z(xl - xc) : ( dt - dt )

i=1 i=1
N N N
= Z(xi—xc) (v — ) < Z|xi—xc|2 Z|vi—vc|2.
i=1 i=1 i=1

d
Using Lemma 2.2 we obtain, —X(t) < VVI VX () < Ve O /X(t), and

the solution of this differential inequality yields
X(t) < 2Xo + % [/t e*“’(”dT}Q < 92Xy + Vog. (2.9)
i O
As a corollary of Lemma 2.3 we now obtain the desired lower bound for ¢(t).
Corollary 1. Let (z;(t),vi(t)) be the solutions to (2.1),(2.3a). Then (t) satisfies
p(t) > r(v2X (1) > r(vAXo + Vot?).
Proof. We use Lemma 2.3 to see that for each 4,5 € {1,---, N},
| — 2] < 2(|ws — @l + |; — zo?) < 2X(t) < 4Xo + Vot®.

Since 7(-) is non-increasing, we have ¢(t) = 1<mi_2N7"($i (t),z;(t) > r(v/4Xo + Vot?).
<ig<
O

The asymptotic flocking now depends on the specific decay of the interparticle
interaction 7(-). As an example, consider the C-S system with the 23 interaction
(2.1),(2.3b), where

A > Alil
(1+4Xo+ Vot2)? = (1+1)28°
We conclude that the divergence of ®(t) = [ "o(7)dr and hence, by (2.8) that

flocking occurs, for 25 < 1. This recovers the Cucker-Smale result [6, 7]. Below we
improve the Cucker-Smale result proving unconditional flocking result for 5 = 1/2.

o(t) > K1 = (max{l +4X,, vo})fﬁ. (2.10)
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Theorem 2.4. Let (x;(t),v;(t)) be the solutions to (2.1),(2.3b) with Vo > 0. Then
the following holds.

(i) There exist a positive constant, Co (depending only on k1, A and (3 as specified
in (2.12) below), such that

|2i(t) — x| £ |2:(0) — x| + Co. (2.11a)
(ii) There exists constants, r; > 0,1 = 1,2, such that
e Akt 8 e o, %), Ko = (1 +4Xo +8C3)~h,

[vi(t) — ve| £ A/ Vo X
(L), f=

N [=

5
, Alz(max{l—kélXo,Vo}) .
(2.11D)

Remark 2.3. Theorem 2.4 shows the two main features of flocking occur with
the 2(-interaction potential, 28 < 1, namely, the diameter max|z;(t) — x;(t)| re-
mains uniformly bounded thus defining the traveling “flock” with velocity which is
asymptotically particle-independent, v;(t) ~ v..

Proof. We begin with the case 0 < < % To get the optimal exponential conver-
gence rate, we employ a bootstrapping argument in three steps.

Step 1. We first obtain a weak integrable decay rate for |v; — v.|. Using (2.10) we
find

t t
—/ p(r)dr < —Am/ (1+7)"%dr Cl(l —(1+ t)lfm), 0<p
0 0

- 1

2
(2.12a)
The above estimate together with Lemma 2.2 yield V(t) < Voe=2C1(+0"*

Step 2. Next, we improve lemma 2.3, observing that for 5 < 1/2, the position
X (t) remains uniformly bounded in time. Indeed, we have,

z;(t) = x;(0) —|—/0 v (T)dT, xc(t) = 2.(0) —|—/0 vedT.

Time integrability of |v;(t) — v.(t)| then yields (2.11a),
t

2i(t) —2e(t)] < |2:(0) — 2e(0)] + / [vi(r) — veldr

< i(0) — 2 (0)] + / O 4t < 12.(0) — 20(0)] + Co,
0
where
o0 _ 1
Cy < / eI i < o, 0< B < 5 (2.12b)
0

Step 3. The uniform bound of X (¢) implies an improved estimate for the interpar-
ticle interaction ¢(t): corollary 1 implies

o(t) > r(v/2X0) > A(1 4+ 4Xo +8C3) 7P = Ao,

which in turn, using lemma 2.2, yields the optimal exponential convergence rate
(2.11Db)

|’Ui(t) _ ’Uc(t)|2 < V(t) < ‘/()672)\{)@) < 672)\AI€2t'
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It remains to deal with the case # = 5. Here, we have

1
2°
—2)\<I)(t)§—2)\A(max{1+4X0,Vo}) / (1+7)"Ydr = —2\Ar; In(1 + 1),

which in turn implies (2.11b), V() < Voe= 220 < V(1 4 1) =2 k1, O
Remarks.
1. Consider the borderline case 5 = 5 w1th initial configuration satisfying

Ak > 1,  le., \/max{l +4Xo, o} < X

then the same bootstrapping argument used for 3 € [0, 1) gives the exponen-

tial convergence:
v (¢ —vc| < Ve ARzt

2. Flocking occurs even if 5 > 5, but only for special initial configurations.
Sufficient flocking conditions for such initial profiles is presented in [6].

3. From particle to kinetic description of flocking.

3.1. Derivation of a mean-field model. We assume that the number of particles
involved in the C-S model (2.1),(2.2) is large enough that it becomes meaningful to
observe the N-particle distribution function,

N = fN(z,v,. 2N, ons ), (zh,v) €EREXRY i=1,2,...,N. (3.1a)

Since particles are indistinguishable, the probability density f~ = fV(-) is sym-
metric in its phase-space arguments,

fN( s Ligy Uiyt * Ly Vgy et at):fN( s Ljy Ugyc v~ Ljy Ugy » 0 at)a (31b)

so we can ‘probe’ fV by any of its N pairs of phase-variables. Let fV(-,-,t) denote
the marginal distribution?

fN(xl,Ul,t) = / fN(xl,Ul,l“ﬂ ,t)dr_dv_,
R2d(N—1)

(.I,,’Uf) = (xQ;’UQa e axN;’UN)'
The formal derivation of a kinetic description for the C-S particle system (2.1),(2.2)
is carried out below using the BBGKY hierarchy, e.g., [4, 20, 21], based on the Li-
ouville equation, [16]
N P N
SN + 30 Ve N 4 53V (Yo rlan )y —v)fY) =0 (3.2)
1=1 1=1 Jj=1
To this end, one study the marginal distribution f~(xy,v,t) by integration of
(3.2) with respect to de_dv_ = dvadxs - - - duydry (to simplify the notations, we
now suppress the time-dependence whenever it is clear by the context, denoting
N(xy,v1, - e, on, t) = V(2 v, 2N, o). Since fN(-,-) is rapidly de-
caying at infinity, the transport term in (3.2) amounts to

N
/ Zvi Vo, fNdr_dv_ = vy - Vg, fY (x1,01). (3.3)
R24(N-1)

2To simplify notations, we use the same fN to denote the marginal distribution of 2d + 1
varibales which is distinguished from its underlying distribution f& dependingon 2Nd-+1 variables.
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The corresponding integration of the forcing term in (3.2), yields

Pyl N
N ; ~/]de(N71) ; Vo (T(xi’ i) (v — Ui)fN)dxfdv,
A

=N S Vo (e )y — o) Y )dado-
N R2d(N—1) 2SToN

But the symmetry of f~, (3.1b), implies that the integrals being summed above

are the same for j = 2,3..., N. Consequently, it will suffice to consider j = 2:
P N
= Voo - (r(@is )0y = v fN ) dadv-
N ;,/de(zvl) ; () (v; — ) f r_dv
A

= —(N - 1)/ r(x1,22)Vy, - ((vz - vl)fN)dedvg < deydoy
N R2d(N—1)

- ()\ _ %) Vo, - (/R r(zy, 2) (02 — vl)gNdedUQ). (3.4)

Here g% is the two-particle marginal function
gN('rla’Ulax2;’02;t) ::/ de$3d1)3~~~d$Nva.
R2d(N—2)

Thus, in view of (3.3) and (3.4), marginal integration of (3.2) over (z_,v_) implies
that the one-particle density function, fV (x1,v1,1t), satisfies

A
SN +v1- Vo, SN+ (A - N) A (/ (@1, w2)(v2 — Ul)gNd$2dvz) =0.
R2d

We now take the mean-field limit N — co: we end up with the one- and two-particle
limiting densities, f := limy oo fN(21,v1) and g = limy oo g™ (71, v1, T2, v2),
which satisfy

Ouf +v1 -V f £ AV, - (/ r(x1, x2)(ve — v1)gdaadve = O). (3.5)
R2d

To close the above equation we make the “molecular chaos” assumption about the
independence of the two-point particle distribution,

g(xlavlaan’U%t) = f(xlavlat)f(an’UQat);

Relabel, (z1,v1) — (z,v) and (x2,v2) — (y,v.). We conclude that the one-particle
distribution function f(x,v,t) satisfies the Vlasov-type mean-field model,

Ohf+v-Vuf + AV, -Q(f, f) =0, (3.6a)
Q(fa f)(:t, v, t) = ‘/de T(IE, y)(’U* - ’U)f(:t, v, t)f(ya Uses t)dv*dy' (36b)

Here, Q(f, f) is the quadratic interaction which can be expressed in the equivalent
form

QU ev.t) = SIS L0 = [ rlaa)o = 0o, v.. Odv.dy
(3.6¢)
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3.2. A priori estimates. We begin our study with a series of a priori estimates
on the solution of the mean-field model (3.6), and the growth rate of the z and
v-support of f. We first set the linear and quadratic functions

Yo(&) =& i(€):=& i=1,...,d, and tgp1(&) = [

Let f be a classical solution to (3.6) with a rapid decay in phase space R2¢. A
straightforward integration of (3.6) yields

d
dt Jas i () f(z,v)dvdr = )\/Rw Vi (v) - Q(f, f)dvdz, (3.72)
d
E - 1/%($)f(x, ’U)d’Ud.I = ‘/de Vm (1/)1($) . ’U)f({E, ’U)d’Ud.’,E. (37b)

Using (3.7) we obtain

Proposition 3.1. Let f be a classical solutions decaying fast enough at infinity in
phase space. Then following macroscopic quantities associated with f, satisfy

4 vf(z,v)dxdv = 0; (3.8a)

dt R2d

d

pn o2 f (2, v)dzdv = —)\/ r(z, y) v — v 2 f (2, 0) f(y, va )dv.dydvda; (3.8b)
R2d R4d

d

T fP(x,v)dvdx = —d\(p — 1)/ r(z,y) f(y, ve) ff (x,v)dvedvdydx.  (3.8¢)
R2d R4d

Proof. Equality (3.8a) follows from (3.7a) with v;(v) = v;,

Vobi(v) - Q(f, f)dvdz = / r(x,y)(vei — i) f(y, ve) f(z, v)dvedydvdx = 0.
R2d R4d

The last integral vanishes due to antisymmetry of the integrand, realized by the
interchange of variables (x,v) < (y,v.). The statement of (3.8b) follows from
(3.7a) with ¥a41(v) = |v|?, and observing that

/ Votbaen (v) - Q(f. fdvdz = 2 / v-QUf. f)dvdz
R2d R2d

= 2/ r(x,y)v - (ve — ) f(y,vs) f(z, v)dv.dydvdz
R4d

= —2/ r(x, y)vs - (v — ) f(y, vs) fx, v)dv.dydvdx
R4d

_ / r(@ 9l — v 2f (@, 0) fy, 02 )dvodyduda.
R4d

Finally, we note the two identities, fP~tv -V, f = SU- V[P, and
1y _y, . (HA _N(v,. » _

PV QU = Vo (T ) + (1= ) (Vo L) P QU D = FLUL
Integration of (3.6) against fP~! then yields

d

Gt |, fdvde = —p/de fpfl(v~vmf+wv~cg(f, f))dvdx

= —Ap-—-1 V- L Pdvdx
w=1) [, (Vo-zin)s

= —d\p-1) /RM r(x,y) f(y, ve) fP(x,v)dvdvdyda.
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O

Let f be a classical kinetic solution of (3.6). The statement of (3.8¢) shows that
its L!(dzdv)norm, the total macroscopic mass is conserved in time (while according
to (3.8¢), higher LP(dxdv)-norms of f decay in time),

My(t) := » f(z,v,t)dzdv = M. (3.9a)

Similarly, (3.8a) tells us that the total macroscopic momentum is conserved in
time,

My (t) == /RM vf(z,v,t)drdv = M. (3.9b)

Finally, (3.8b) tells us that the total amount of macroscopic energy is non-increasing
in time,

Moy(t) == /RM [v2f(z, v, t)dvdz < M3 (0). (3.9¢)

Here, Mg := Mq(0), My := M;(0) and $M3(0) denote, respectively, the initial

amounts of mass, momentum and energy at t = 0. Next, we turn to the following
a priori bound on the kinetic velocity.

Lemma 3.2. Let [z(t),v(t)] be the particle trajectory issued from (x,v) € supp(, ,fo
at time 0. Then the i-component of velocity trajectory, v;(t) = v;(¢;0,x,v), i =
1,--+,d, satisfies v;(t) € (vg,v,.) where,

_ Jo _
— i O AAMot _Yv 1 _ AAMot ,
vy v;(0)e Mo( e )
t
vy = vi(O)ef)‘M“{)(t)—F)\AJO/ e M@ =2(5)) g5,
0
Here, ®(t) := fot p(s)ds, Mo = |follr , is the initial total mass and Jo :=

MoMs.

Proof. For given (z,v) € supp,. , fo, weset x(s) = z(s; 0, z,v) and v(s) = v(s;0, z,v).
Note that for each ¢ = 1,--- , d, we have

L Ga(e), o). 0] = [ r@(0).0)(wat) = )l )dvedy (3.10)
=)+ [ Ot ddody = ([ (.05, 0.)dv.dy).

Lower and upper bounds for the kinetic velocities are obtained in terms of the
estimates,

S(H)Mo < / r(@(t), 9) £ (4, v2)dvndy < AM,

R2d

| / r(@,y)ofy v)dvedy| < A1 folles, [P follis, = Ao.
R2
It then follows from (3.10) that

“AMMovi(s) — AMAJy < %vi(t) = AL[f(z(t), v(t), )] < —Ap(t)Movi(t) + AAJo,

and the desired result follows by Gronwall’s integration. O
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Remark 3.1. Let Q(t) denote the v-projection of suppf(-, ),
Q) :={veR?: 3 (z,v) € R?*? such that f(z,v,t) # 0}. (3.11)
Lemma 3.2 shows that if fo(z, -) is compactly supported, then suppf(z, -, t) remains

finite, with a weak growth estimate for the velocity trajectory,

Jo JO
(1)) < { 20 o 4+ A t}g 20 Aoty o = . (3.12
lvi(t)| < max yno + Mo Mo + AJo Mo + Mo + Ado o vleng%) lv]. ( )

3.3. Global existence of classical solutions. In this section we develop a global
existence theory for classical solutions of the Vlasov-type flocking equation,

Wf+v-Vaf + AV, (fLIf]) =0, z,0€ Rt >0, (3.13a)
A
Lf](z,v,t) = /de (@, y) (Ve —v) f(y, ve, t)dvidy,  r(z,y) = (DL
(3.13b)
subject to initial datum
f(x,v,()):fo(x,v). (313C)

We begin by noting that the kinetic solution f remains uniformly bounded. To
this end, rewrite the mean-field model (3.13) in a 'non-conservative’ form,

Of +v-Vuf + AL[f] - Vof = =AfV, - L[f], z,veR%t>0. (3.14)

Consider the particle trajectories, [x(t), v(t)] = [x(¢; to, x0, v0), v(E; Lo, o, v0)], pass-
ing through (z9,v9) € R? x R? at time to € R,

d d
Em(t) =(t), Ev(t) = AL[f(x(t),v(t),t)]. (3.15)
Noting that =V, - L[f] = d [poa (@, y) f(y, vs, t)dv.dy, we find
Vo LflllLee, < dA[|fllzy, = dAMo,

x,v

which implies that the following inequality holds along the particle trajectories,
d
5 (@(t),0(2),1) < AdAMo f(2(2), v(t), ).

It follows that as long as initial data fy has a finite mass, there will be no finite
time blow-up for f(-, 1),

1F@)llzge, < 40 foll Lo, - (3.16)

Next, we turn to study the smoothness of f(-,t). Since the local existence theory
will be followed from the standard fixed point argument, e.g., [4], we only obtain a
priori C'*-norm bound of f to conclude a global existence of classical solutions.

Theorem 3.3. Consider the flocking kinetic model (3.13). Suppose that the initial
datum fo € (Ct N WH)(R2?) satisfies
L. Initial datum is compactly supported in the phase space, supp(q.)fo(-) is

bounded, and in particular, (0) C By, (0).
2. Initial datum is C-regular and bounded:

Yo IVeVifollrs, < oo
0<al+8I<1
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Then, for any T € (0,00), there exists a unique classical solution f € C'(R?? x
[0,7)).

Proof. We express the non-conservative kinetic model (3.14) in terms of the non-
linear transport operator 9; + v -V, + AL[f] - Vo,

Tf=-MVy - Lifl, T:=0+v-Vo+AL[f] Ve. (3.18)

We claim that there exist (possibly different) positive constants,
C =C(d, A\, Mo, Jy) > 0, such that

[ T(H] < C|fl, (3.19a)
7 (0x, f) SC(|f|+(n(t)+1)|va| + |8mif), n(t) = ma [v], (3.19b)

veQ(t

T )] < (1021 +1V.11). (3.19)
To verify these inequalities, observe that by (3.18)
T(P) =MV L) = [ | o) f e )do.dy
and (3.19a) follows with C':= AdAMo > AV, - L[f](t)]| Lze, -
Next, differentiating (3.18) we obtain
T (0w, f) = =MOu, LIf]) - Vo f = A0z, Vi - LIf])f = AV - LIf])0a, -

Straightforward calculation yields

Onti) == [ e e =My

and since the variation of the relevant kinetic velocities at time ¢ does not exceed
[v —vi| < 2n(t), we find |0y, L[f] ()| < 48An(t)My; similarly, for

B 2BAd(x; — y;)
R Y e ALY

we have
102, - LIA1(0) 1, < 25dAMo.
We conclude that (3.19b) holds with, say, C' = AdAM(1 + 25 + 408n(t)).
Finally, we differentiate (3.18) with respect to v; (noting that 9,,V, - L[f] = 0)
T(0v. f) = =A0, f — MOu, L[f]) - Vo f = MV - L[])00, [;

Straightforward calculation then yields,
0Ll == [ e nf o dndy — 10, LUz, < Mo

and (3.19¢) follows with C'= A + A(d + 1)AM,.
Now, let F(t) measure the W1 *°-norm of f(-,t)

Fy= >  IVeVifOlee,.
0< || +|B1<1
The inequalities (3.19) imply

%f(t) 5 (n(t) + 1)F(¢).
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Lemma 3.2 (see remark 3.1), tells us that n(t) < no + ¢, and we end up with the
energy bound

f(t) < f(O)SC(t+t2)a C= C(T]O; MO) ']05 65 da A)

Equipped with this a priori W estimate, standard continuation principle yields
a global extension of local classical solutions. O

Remarks.

1. The above a priori estimate need not be optimal. Since we used a rough

estimate (3.12) for the size of Q(t),
< t,
e |o] < o+

we end with the quadratic exponential growth, eC@+t*). An optimal bound,
however, could be e“*. Of course, one cannot expect a uniform bound for C'!-
norm, because the one-particle distribution function may grow exponentially
along the particle trajectory (see (3.16)).

2. The global existence of classical solution can be improved for more general
kernels.

3. For related works on kinetic granular type dissipative systems, we refer to
[13, 14, 15].

4. Time-asymptotic behavior of kinetic flocking. In this section, we present
the time-asymptotic flocking behavior of the kinetic model for flocking (3.13). Asin
the case with particle description discussed in Section 2, we will show that the veloc-
ity of particles will be contracted to the mean bulk velocity u., which corresponds
to the velocity at the center of mass:

1 —
ue(t) := Mo /RM vf(z, v, t)dvde, ue(t) = ue(0).

We recall that the energy decay in (3.8b)
d
— t) <0. 4.1
T Mo (t) <0 (4.1)

We note that unlike granular flows, for example, e.g. [4], the energy decay (4.1)
does not drive the energy to zero: if the initial momentum M; # 0, then the
kinetic energy My (t) has a nonzero lower bound, in analogy with the discrete case,
consult remark 2.1. Indeed, since the total mass and momentum are conserved,
M;(t) = M,;, i = 0,1, (3.8b) implies

d
EMQ(t)

> —A/ v — v f(,v) f(y, vs )dvdydvdz = —2AMoMy(t) + 24| M|,
R2d
and Gronwall’s lemma yields the following kinetic analog of (2.4¢),(2.5)

_ M2 _ |M;|?
> 2AMot | 1 _ 2AMot > . .
My (t) > M2 (0)e + —Mo (I1—e ) > —Mo (4.2)

Thus, energy decay by itself does not assert flocking. As in the particle de-
scription, the emergence of the time-asymptotic flocking behavior depends on the
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sufficiently slow decay rate of the interparticle interaction ¢(s) = r(x(s),y(s)). To
this end, we let ¥ denote the z-projection of suppf(-,t)

Y(t) :={xr € RY: 3 (z,v) € R* such that f(x,v,t) # 0}, (4.3)
and denote its initial size, (o := maxgeyx, |z|.

Lemma 4.1. Let [ be a global classical solution to (3.13). Then, there exists a
k3 > 0 such that ¢(t) = inf, yyes @) (2, y) satisfies

o(t) > Ary P (1 4+ 12 + 1477, (4.4)

The constant k3 s given by

J 2
K3 1= max{1—|— 12(02,12(7704- M—O) 53)\2‘]02}'
0

Proof. Let (x,v) € supp, , fo. It follows from remark 3.1 that

Ji
vi ()] < mo + HOO + AJot, (4.5)

and hence

t 2
Ji AJot
rits0,2,0) < i+ [ o0 ollds <G+ (o 5o+ 25
0 Mo 2

This gives an estimate on the size of z-support 3(t) of f. For =,y € X(t),
() <Ttle—yl < 142(2 + %)

Jo )H— )\Jot2r

< 144 —
< 1+ [C0+ (770+ MOJ 2 5
< 2 J0 \7,2 2 72,44
< 1+12<0+12(n0+M0) 12 4 3A2J2t
< ra(L4+£2 4+ 1Y),
and (4.4) follows, ¢(t) > r({(t)). O

Let v — u, denote the fluctuation (or peculiar) kinetic velocity. We will quantify
the emergence of the time-asymptotic flocking behavior in term of the corresponding
energy fluctuation

Alf()] := /RM |v — ue)*f(z,v, t)dvda. (4.6)

The time-evolution estimate of A[f(¢)], will depends on the decay rate of ¢(t).
Let f be a classical solution of (3.13) with compact support in  and v. Direct
calculation implies

d
EA[f(t)] = /RM |v — ue|?0; f(z, v)dvda

—/ v — ue|?v ~medvd3:—)\/ v —ue|*Vy - Q(f, fdvdz
R2d R2d
=: Il +IQ

The first term on the right vanishes by the divergence theorem

I, = —/ |v — uc|?v - Vg fdvde = —/ divm(|v - uc|21)f) dvdzr = 0.
R2d R2d
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The second term is simplified as follows.

Ty =2\ - (v—ue) - Qf, f)dvdx

= —2)\/7"(3:, Y) (v —ue) - (v —v) fly,ve) f(x,v)dv.dvdydx
= —2)\/7"(3:, Y)v - (v — ) f(y, ve) f(x,v)dv.dodydx

~ ) / r(a, gl — v 2 £ (g, 0.) (2, v)dv. dodyde.

We summarize the last three equalities in the following lemma.

Lemma 4.2. Let f be a classical solution of (3.13) subject to compactly supported
initial conditions fo. Then, the decay of the energy functional A[f(t)] in (4.6) is
governed by

%A[f(t)] = —)\/T(x, Y)|v — vl 2 f(y, vi ) f (2, v) v, dodyda. (4.7)

Equipped with lemma 4.2 we can state the main result of this section.

Theorem 4.3. Let f be the classical kinetic solution constructed in Theorem 3.3.
Then, the decay of its energy fluctuation around the mean bulk velocity u., is given

by
0367'{415174‘3, 0<
A[f)] = Alfo] % (4.8)
(1+t)~", p=1

The constants involved are kg = 1/(3k3)°(1 — 48) > 0 and ks = 2AA/ /3k3 > 0.

=@
A
i

Proof. Lemma 4.2 implies
d
GAF@) == [ r@an)lo = v 21 0n) (o, o). dudyds

< Aplt) / o= PGy, 02 ) )dvsddydz. = ~20p()) MoALF (1)

As before, the identity |v —vi|? = [v—ue|? + |vx —uel? +2(v — ue) - (v4 —u.) induces
the corresponding decomposition of the integrand on the right. Noting that

/RM (v —ue) f(z, v, t)dvde = 0.
We conclude
d
AT O] = =220 MoA[f(1)]
and Gronwall’s integration yields
ML) < AR, (0 = [ plsgas (49)

We distinguish between two cases.

Case 1 [0 < 3 < 1]. According to Lemma 4.1
o(t) > Arg P(1+ 82 +t4)7F > ABra) P74, t>1.
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We compute for t > 1,
t
—®(t) = —/ o(r)dr < = ——— (174 1)
1

which yields the first part of (4.8).
Case 2 [3 = 1]. For t > 1 we have
2XInt 2

exp ( - 2)\A<I>(t)) < exp ( — W) < (1+t) Vo,

and the second part of (4.8) follows. O

5. From kinetic to hydrodynamic description of flocking. In this section we
discuss the hydrodynamic description for flocking, which is formally obtained by
taking moments of the kinetic model (3.13) .

Of+v-Vof) + AV, -Q(f, /) =0, z,veR? t>0, (5.1a)
Q(fa f)(.I, v, t) = ~/]R2d T(.I, y)(’U* - ’U)f({E, v, t)f(ya ’U*,t)d’U*dy. (51b)
We first set hydrodynamic variables: the mass p = fRd fdv, the momentum,

pu := [pavfdv, and the energy, pE :=1/2 [, [v|* fdv, which is the sum of kinetic
and internal energies (corresponding to the first two terms in the decomposition of
kinetic velocities |v|? = |u|? 4+ [v — u|? + 2(v — u) - u)

pE = pet ol pei= [ o= u(@Ps(ev.00do (5.2)

For notational simplicity, we suppress time-dependence, denoting p(z) = p(z,t),
u(z) = u(x,t) and E(x) = E(z,t) when the context is clear.

We compute the v-moments of (5.1): multiply (5.1) against 1,v and |v]?/2 and
integrate over the velocity space R%. We end up with the system of equations,

Op+ Vi (pu) =0, (5.3a)
s (pu) + V - (pu ®Qu+ P) —sW), (5.3b)
8i(pE) +V, - (pEu 4 Pu+ q) —S5®), (5.3¢)

Here, SU), j = 1,2, are the nonlocal source terms given by
SW(x,t) == -\ y (@, y)(u(@) — uly))p(z)p(y)dy, (5.3d)
§Awt) = A rew) [B) + Bly) — u(w) - ulw)| ) ply)dy, (530

and P = (p;;), ¢ = (¢;) denote, respectively, the stress tensor and heat flux vector,
Dij 1= / (vi —w)(v; —uy) fdv, q; = / (v; — ui)|v — ul?fdv. (5.3f)
Rd Rd

Remark 5.1. The total mass of the source term S™) vanishes: exchange of vari-
ables z < y yields

. S (a,t)dz = -\ | (@ 0)((@) —u@)pl@)p(y)dedy = 0. (5.4a)
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The source term S is non-positive: using (5.2) we find
1
5@ (x,1) = -A / @,y |lul) = u@)? +e@) + e(y)] p@)ply)dy < 0. (5.4b)

We conclude that the total mass and momentum, [ p(z,t)dz and [ p(z, t)u(z,t)dz,
are conserved in time. The total energy, however,

E(t) = /Rd pla, ) E(x,t)de = %/R?d [v]2f(x, v, t)dvde,

is dissipating, which is responsible for the formation of time-asymptotic flocking
behavior. We turn to quantify this decay. We first write the total energy as the sum
of total kinetic and potential energies corresponding to (5.2), £(t) = & (1) + Ep(t),
where

1 1
& (t) == 3 /Rd p(z, t)|u(z, t)|*dz, Ep(t) == 5/}1@% lv — u(z, t)|* fdvdz.

Lemma 5.1. The time evolution of the total, kinetic and internal energies is gov-
erned by

GEO = A [ @) [5lu@) — u) + (@) + )] o)) dudas (5.50)
%Ep(t) = A R;(x,y)(e(x)ﬂ%(y) —u() - u(y)) p(x)p(y)dydz

-2 /Rd (V- u)pedz; (5.5Db)
Sen = 3 [ @) (@)l + ) ) ple)o(y)dardy

+2 /Rd (V- u)pede. (5.5¢)

3c) and invoking (5.4b).

Proof. The equality (5.5a) follows from integration of (5.3c
(5.5b), we calculate
2

For the decay rate of the total internal energy &£p(t) in

d v — u)? v — ul
Zeplt) = /deat( . )fdvdx—k/de S0 fdvds = Ky + K.

We estimate KC; separately. The first term, Ky vanishes, for

Ky = / (u—v) - Qufdvde = / u - Opufdvdr — Opu - (vf)dvdx
R2d R2d R2d
= / u - Qpupdr — / Oy - (pu)dx = 0.
R R
For the second term, Ko, we use the kinetic model to find
1 1
Ky = —/ |v—u|28tfdvdx:——/ |v—u|2(v~me—|—)\Vv~Q(f, f))dvdx
2 R2d 2 R2d
1
= —= / |v — u|*v - V, fdvdx + )\/ (v—u)-Q(f, fldvdx =: Ka1 + Ma2.
2 Jpod R2d
The term o1 amounts to
1 1
Ko = ——/ v —u|*v - Vyfdvde = —/ (Vm|v — u|2) - (vf)dvdx
2 R2d 2 R2d

_/de (v —u)- ((Vm u)vf) dvdx = —2 /Rd (Vo -u)(pe)de.
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A lengthy calculation shows that the remaining term, Koo, equals
Koo = [ r@a)(o=u(e) - (0. = o). 0) (o0 )dv-dvdyds
- /R (@, y)u- (v = 0)f(@,0)f (g, v.)dvedvdyda
(@ yu(@) - (0. = v) (2. 0)f(y, v.)dv.dvdyda
[ @l =, 0)f 0. v.)dv.dvdyda
[ (@) = uw) ) ofe)olo)
(o) (BG) + B(y) — glu(e) — uw)]?) pla)oly)dyd
= [ @) (e +ew) + u(o) - u(w) ) o)) dyda

Finally (5.5¢) follows by subtracting (5.5b) from (5.5a). O

|
SR

+
N =N =

[
I

Next, we present a fundamental estimate for the flocking behavior to the system
(5.3). We set

PO = [ (Ghle) = u)l? + @) + e) plelpl)iydz. (5.0)

The functional I'(¢) can be expressed in terms of the moments M; in (3.9) (corre-
sponding to the splitting of its integrand |u(z) —u(y)|* +e(z) +e(y) = p(z)E(z) +
P(Y)E(y) — u(z) - uly)),

T(t) = 26 (Mo — ML), (1) = %Mz(t).

Since M;, i = 0, 1 are constants, this reveals that I'(¢) is essentially the total energy.
We arrive at the main theorem of this section.

Theorem 5.2. Assume (p,u,e) is a smooth solution of the system (5.3), (p,u,e) €
CL([0,T) x RY). Then we have

t

D(t) < T(0)e2Mor2(®), D(t) :/ w(s)ds, ©(s) = ( inf ) r(z(s), y(s))ds.

0 T0,Y0

Here, My is the initial total mass, Mo = ||po||r1 and the infimum is taken over all
particle trajectories, (xo,yo) — (x(s),y(s)).
Proof. We use (5.5a) and the relation T'(t) = 2E(t) Mo — | M1]? to find

d

ZT() = =AM foar(w,y) (Ju(e) = uly)[? +2e(x) + 2e(y) ) p(w)ply)dyda (5.7)

< AMoe(t) o (Ju(@) = u(y)? + 2e(2) +2e(9) ) p()oly)dyda
= =22AMop(t)T(t).

Gronwall’s inequality then yields the desired result. O

We conclude that whenever the interparticle interaction, ¢(s) = inf r(x(s), y(s))
decays slowly enough so that its primitive, ®(t), diverges, then flocking occurs,

p(@)p(y)|u(z,t) — uly,t)| — 0, in agreement with the flocking behavior of the C-S
particle model, consult remark 2.2. It is remarkable that the emergence of flocking
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is deduced here independently of the constitutive relation for P. In this context we
observe that energy dissipation, driven by the negative source term S®) in (5.3c)
vanishes as t — co. Indeed, theorem 5.2 tells us that by (5.4b),

ISP < AT(t) — 0.

6. Epilogue: flocking dissipation and entropy. We have seen that the self-
propelled flocking dynamics is driven by energy dissipation. The dissipation mech-
anism reveals itself through energy decay in the particle description (2.7), in the
kinetic description (3.8b) and equivalently, in the hydrodynamic description (5.7).
Observe that,

L(t) = MaMg — [My]* > 0. (6.8)
The right of (6.8) is the usual Cauchy-Schwartz inequality

’/ (z,v dvdx’ S/ |v]2 f(x, v)dvdx x f(z,v)dvdz.
R2d R2d R2d

Thus, by theorem 5.2, ®(¢) — oo implies time asymptotic flocking by letting T'(¢) —
0 which in turn, enforces an approximate Cauchy-Schwartz equality. It then follows
that v approaches the bulk velocity, v — u. as t — co. We refer to this mechanism
as flocking dissipation. It is intimately related to the entropy increase in the kinetic
model (3.6). To this end we compute

% flog(f)dedv = —X r(x,y)Vylog(f) - (v — i) f fedv.dvdydx
R2d R4d

= =) r(x,y)Vof - (v —v) fudvidvdydx

R4
= o[ rffdvdodyds = [ vl g)ple)ol)dyda.
R4d R4d

This is a reversed H-theorem. Entropy increases due to the “improbable” statistical
behavior of particles with increasingly highly correlated velocities, as they flock
towards particle-independent bulk velocity.
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